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INTERMODAL EXHIBITION @ SAO PAULO

The management team from CWT Globelink attended the Intermodal Exhibition held
in Brazil from 1°' to 3'® June 2005. It was an enriching experience; the exhibition
provided an excellent platform for new business development opportunities. Our
team met with many delegates, both old and new friends, from various countries in
Central and South America. New services are being explored to tap on the potential
of these growing markets. During the trip, the team also visited a few agents and we
appreciate the hospitality extended to us. The host in Brazil, Craft Multimodal, also
did a fantastic job in making our stay during the exhibition period memorable.
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Globelink West Star Shipping LLC, Dubai is a joint venture between two market
leaders, CWT Globelink Pte Ltd Singapore, who is a market leader in NVOCC in the
Far East and West Star Shipping Services LLC regional leader in the industry for
more than a decade. Positioned strategically at the regional hub of Middle East,

Dubai, Globelink West Star Shipping can see to all your shipping needs.




We offer:

NVOCC,

Freight Forwarding
Cross Trade
Warehousing &
Logistics

Customs Clearance
Door-to-Door

services
Air Freight,
Sea Air Services

Projects and Exhibition services
Ship Agency Services.

UAE Dubai in particular is one of the fastest growing economies in the world with
multitudes of projects for the present and the future. The location of Dubai is suitable
to service the entire Middle East, Indian Subcontinent, Red sea, Africa and Levant

destinations. Dubai is also a famous SEA AIR Hub, owing to its geographical

advantage and its efficient modern cargo handling facility.

We have a total of 100,000 sqg ft of covered CFS/Logistics facility and can handle
Hazardous cargo, Spirits & Cigarettes with our facility at Port Rashid and Jebel Ali.

Globelink West Star can provide tailor made end-to-end solutions for cargoes of any
size. Extremely well established network around the globe with efficient partners

enable us to extend our service to almost all destinations in the world




PIL & MOL are jointly launching a new service in JULY

The new service will use 11 vessels in the 2,800-TEU class.
8 vessels by MOL and 3 vessels by PIL

As far as we know, PIL Shanghai allocation is 130teus
Maiden voyage is on 18th July at Kobe.

The port rotation is as follow:

Kobe - Yokohama - Nagoya - Pusan - Shanghai - Shenzhen -
Hong Kong - Singapore - Durban - Santos - Buenos Aires -
Montevideo - San Francisco do Sul - Paranagua - Santos -
Rio de Janeiro - Cape Town - Port Elizabeth - Singapore -
Hong Kong - Kobe

ALERT all loading port agents!

Please bear in mind the following for booking of

shipments to Karachi:

Customs has firmly instructed shippers to mention
the H.S. CODE of each shipment on manifest.
Otherwise, without H.S. CODE number, custom will
not accept the goods, which results in goods lying
as unmanifested, and eventually be auctioned.




e Straight Bill of Lading e

It is a general view that a straight bill of lading is not transferable by endorsement; is not a
document of title and does not need to be produced for delivery of cargo. The named
consignee therein is the party to whom the carrier undertakes to deliver the cargo. When
such delivery was accordingly done, the carrier was considered to have accomplished its
undertaking under the straight bill of lading although none of the original copies had been
surrendered in exchange for delivery.

Under English law, the situation has somewhat changed following the recent House of Lords
ruling under The Rafaela S case (JI MacWilliam Co vs Mediterranean Shipping Co. SA).
With the ruling, a straight bill of lading with a named consignee is as much a document of
title as a negotiable bill of lading with the classic “ to order” insertion on the relevant
section of the front face of the bill of lading. Such straight bill of lading is considered a bill
of lading within the terms of the Hague Rules and the Hague-Visby Rules.

On the extent of this ruling, it is important that a carrier should deliver only against an
original bill even if it was issued a straight bill of lading.

An issue whether a straight bill of lading is a bill of lading under the Hague Rules or the
Hague-Visby Rules is one which is concerned with limitation of liability (quantum of
compensation). In the Rafaela S case, a straight bill of lading was issued ie the bill of
lading under the box “Consignee” has the buyer's name and address inserted. The words
“order of” or their equivalent (“to order” etc) were not inserted. There is a statement “B/L
not negotiable unless “ORDER OF”. Hence a straight bill of lading was created. Other
features in the Rafaela B/L are:

. It is prominently entitled “Original Bill of Lading” and has an assigned B/L number.

. Number of bill of lading was specified as three (common practice).

. Particulars of goods and the carriage were stated (ordinarily found in a bill of lading).

. Various other features as pointed out in the case details, one of which on the B/L face is the
following statement:

"IN WITNESS whereof the number of Original Bills of Lading stated above all of this tenor
and date, has been signed, one of which being accomplished, the others to stand void. One
of the Bills of Lading must be surrendered duly endorsed in exchange for the goods or
deliver order” (The bills of lading used by our various group companies have similar
expression although not in exactly the same words as above statement.)




In this particular case when the straight bill of lading is deemed a bill of lading for the
purpose of the Hague-Visby Rules, the limitation of liability would be US$150,000/-. If not
the US Carriage of Goods by Sea Act would apply and the limit is very much reduced
(US$2000/-). The shipment was from Felixstowe to Boston USA, a continuation of voyage,
which began in Durban.

The buyer in Rafaela S argued that the straight bill of lading is no different to a “to order”
bill and hence within the above mentioned Rules. Carrier of course argued on the contrary,
asking for the straight bill of lading to be treated as a seaway bill and not a document of
title. The carrier put forward that the many features in a “to order” bill that were found in the
straight bill of lading should not apply to the contract of carriage. The House of Lords ruling
does not agree with this argument.

Singapore position is much the same from the ruling of our High Court in 2002 as affirmed
subsequently on appeal by the Court of Appeal (Peer Voss vs APL Co Pte Ltd.). This case
involved a carrier who delivered the goods to a party who has not produced one of the three
original bills of lading (the bill has named a consignee without the words “to order”). The
carrier wanted to treat the bill of lading as a form of receipt or sea waybill. This was not
successful. The ruling means if the parties to a carriage contract had wanted non-
transferability arrangement, it would be more appropriate to issue a sea waybill instead of a
bill of lading.

Over in China, the trend in judicial practice is apparently in line with the above
developments, with regard to the application of the Maritime Code of the People’s Republic
of China.

In conclusion, the need to deliver goods against the surrender of a straight bill of lading is
reinforced by such developments notwithstanding the general understanding of the non-
transferability nature of such bill of lading. Insurance pay out may increase with such new
status for straight bill of lading, which henceforth should be treated with the same prudence
as in handling the normal negotiable bill of lading.

Disclaimer: This note is simply an abridged observation on the cases mentioned. No legal opinion or advice is intended and for all intent
and purpose, readers should refer to the cases for a full and complete understanding of the legal precedents affecting their interests.
No advice on practice is offered in this note.




GENERAL NEWS

Holidays

Friends From Afar

L to R: Mr See, JJ, Mr Tan, Marko Meze
(Slovenia agent), Zoran Starcevic (Croatia
agent), Dahlia

- both representatives from ABC European
Air & Sea Cargo Distribution visited CWT GL
office on July 13

L to R: Mr See, Lynn, Dhalia, Vichai (GM of GLS
Interfreight), JJ

Vichai and Lynn — our counterparts from Globelink
Bangkok paid us a friendly visit on July 20




If you would like to promote your company/servicesin our COUNTRY FEATURE, or have anything to share,
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